








25

LEST WE FORGET II

My thanks to several members and previous members of the
congregation for the names of the people in the mystery photograph that
was printed in the last edition of the Chronicle, i.e. Ray Arnold who was
the photographer, Ronnie Ross, Stanley Cairns, Alastair Dunne, Ross
Irvine and his sister Rosemary Brice, who receives the magazine by post
in Hove, Sussex.
The photograph was commissioned around 1970 by Rev Lowry shortly
after he first arrived in Newtownbreda, with the aim of documenting
members of the congregation who were part of every organization in the
church.  According to my sources it was probably of the Wednesday
morning Bowling Club, which consisted of mainly retired men, many of
whom were past Captains of the Men’s Bowling Club, and it hung for
many years in the Utility Room of the Hall.  Known fondly as the
“Millionaires’ Club” it was apparently great fun, with no competitions
played and regular servings of “Presbyterian loaf and tea”. Eleven of the
men in the picture were elders and another a member of the
Congregational Committee, but sadly all are now dead, the last quite
recently. Relatives of several are still members of the congregation.

Back Row  L-R: Norman Smith, Jim McCullough, Norman
Hemphill, Dan McKeenan, John Brown, Norman Grierson, George
Brown, Cyril Thompson, George Montgomery, Eddie Connors, Sam
Anthony, Sam Best
Front Row L-R: Tom Shanks, Dr Wallace Dunne, Jimmy Henry, Rev
Lowry, John Murray, Billy Jamison, Dr McLeod, formerly Chief
Medical Officer of Belfast
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Youth With A Mission

On 15th July I left Belfast to meet with a group of eleven people from
eight different countries to form a team heading to Palestine and Israel
for sixteen days. Whilst the rest of the group had been planning to go
for the best part of a year I had only heard about the trip and felt called
to go just over a week before. On this premise I had to trust that God
would provide given the short notice of my departure and to this end,
and throughout the following weeks, I was not disappointed.

Our home for the duration was in a ‘hidden’ YWAM (Youth With A
Mission) base in Bethlehem, less than two minutes walk from the
Nativity Church which stands where it is believed that Jesus was born.

During the first week we learned about the political and religious
conflicts that have been affecting the region by listening first hand to
local people of different faiths and by visiting groups and organisations
in the area including the Bethlehem Bible College and a political group
that concentrates on non-violent resistance.  An Egyptian Christian
volunteer who had been living in the Gaza strip came to talk to us and
we spent time in two refugee camps, an orphanage and also a home for
disabled children run by a converted Muslim man who took on
Christianity after having religious visions. Other visits were to various
religious and historical sights including Jesus’ birthplace and Rachel’s
tomb in Bethlehem, the Dead Sea and the desert of temptation, and the
Garden of Gethsemane, the Wailing Wall, the Stations of the Cross and
the site of the crucifixion in Jerusalem.

During the second week we stayed with a local Palestinian family who
are fighting legally to prevent military takeover of their land despite
being surrounded by Israeli settlements and under extreme oppression
despite having official documents to prove ownership over the past
century.  They are trying to act as a source of hope for the local
community as the fate of an impoverished Muslim village that adjoins
their land is also in their hands.  We provided manual labour and then
spent a couple of days painting rooms in houses of poor Muslim
families in Bethlehem. In order to see both sides of the story we spent
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time in Jerusalem and heard from Israeli locals and Zionist Christians
about their perspective and finished our trip with a stay in Jerusalem.

When in Bethlehem we attended a local Christian Church on two
Sundays and on the second I had the privilege of being given the
opportunity to play guitar and sing a worship song for the congregation.
They were inspired by our presence and it was our aim to try and give
support and encouragement as they find it increasingly difficult to
maintain their faith in such an oppressive and hostile environment.

My trip, although brief, was an intensely powerful experience that has
taught me so much in terms of culture, injustice, division and faith. It
has opened my eyes to the plight of the Middle East and further beyond
in a desire to understand more by visiting other similar countries.  It was
an invaluable and most definitely life-changing experience and
I would love to go back in the future, perhaps to volunteer as medical
help in a refugee camp, as in one camp we witnessed one doctor who
tends to eleven thousand refugees without even close to adequate basic
medical supplies.

Before going to Palestine I did not pay much attention to the news and
did not take time to consider the problems in the Middle East and I
know this is the case for many people living in relative western safety. It
is easier to ignore but I would encourage everyone as Christians to
recognise and act against the difficulties being faced in places that are
central to our faith and to act without judgement or prejudice for the
right or wrong aspects of the political situation.  Please feel free to ask
me about my experiences as I have barely scratched the surface
regarding my reactions to what I saw and I have many photos to show
as well whilst I would also love to hear others’ opinions.  In the
meantime please pray for the people of Israel, Palestine, Lebanon and
Jordan that they may find refuge in God and that the rest of the world
will listen and become active against the violence and injustice on all
sides. It may seem like an impossible task to the people without hope
but in God all things are possible.

David Bell
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Choir

Music forms a very important part of our worship and we are fortunate
to have a very skilled Director of Music in David Stewart who in recent
years has introduced a wide variety of music - choral, organ and
instrumental - to enhance our services.  Choir practice has commenced
again on Thursday evenings from 8.00pm to 9.30pm in the Megaw
Room.  Music is currently being prepared for Harvest.  New members
would be made very welcome and we would encourage members of the
congregation who enjoy singing to join us.
 
 A Choir Director's Lament             tune: St Denio
 
1    Immoral, impossible, God only knows
      how tenors and basses, sopranos, altos
      at service on Sunday are rarely the same
      as those who on Thursday to choir practice came.
 
2    Unready, unable to sight-read the notes,
      nor counting, nor blending, they tighten their throats.
      The descant so piercing is soaring above
      the melody only a mother could love.
 
3    They have a Director, but no-one knows why,
      no-one in the choir deigns to turn him an eye.
      It’s clear by his waving, he wants them to look,
      but each of them stands with their nose in the book.
 
4    Despite the offences the music rings out.
      The folks in the pews are enraptured, no doubt.
      Their faces are blissful, their thoughts are so deep,
      but it is no wonder, for they are asleep.
 
Verse 1 by Austin Lovelace.  Verses 2-4 added by Ron Hodges (choir of
St Mark's, Palo Alto, California USA) for the Church's 50th anniversary
in November 1998.
(Any resemblance to a choir and congregation is purely coincidental)
 
(From Trevor Pollock)
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62nd Cub Scouts

                Our new season for Cubs begins on Monday 10th September
at 7pm in the St. John’s Hall.  We would welcome any boys from our
congregation between the ages of 8 and 10 years.

We have a thriving pack and each week approximately twenty-six Cubs
enjoy a varied programme, based on Cub Scout activities and badge-
work.

Simon Jackson has been the Akela for several years and has just
‘stepped down’ in order to spend more time on his ‘first love’ – singing.
Simon has been a dedicated leader and we thank him for his commit-
ment week after week and wish him well.  His parents, Mabel and
Frank, have always been eager and willing to assist, especially at camp
time – whether making tea or erecting tents and shelters.  We are very
grateful for this much needed help.

Matthew McMillan has agreed to take over the reins.  Matthew was a
junior leader in the group for around five years and assistant Cub leader
for three years.  He also assists with the Scout troop.

In the past year we have had to establish a waiting list for entry into
some of the sections (Squirrels, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts).  Obviously
the more leaders we have the less chance there is that we would have to
disappoint boys wishing to join the Scouting movement.

As you are probably aware, this is the Centenary year for Scouting and
we would love to see more young people enjoying all the benefits which
being a member brings.

If you are interested in finding out about becoming a leader in any of
our sections, please speak to me.

Peter Dawson
Group Scout Leader

peterc.dawson@ntlworld.com Tel: 9058 2756
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6 Scouts and 2 Leaders from our 62nd Belfast were selected as part of the 120 strong
Northern Ireland contingent to the Jamboree during 12 days in late July/early August
2007. This was the largest team the Troop had ever had at a Jamboree.  Thanks to the
hard work of a number of parents and friends fundraising enabled the whole group to
go with most of the cost cleared beforehand.

Preparations started almost a year ago, with meetings and camps to ensure all the NI
Scouts got to  know each other, and could work together to represent the Province.

The departure day finally arrived and we were off on the big adventure, flying to
Stansted and then travelling by bus to Hylands Park, a huge estate near Chelmsford in
Essex. With over 40,000 Scouts from about 160 countries arriving, the site had to be
big- it took over an hour to walk right across it. The logistical problems for the
organisers were immense with all those mouths to feed and waste to remove, never
mind keeping everyone busy, happy, fit and well. Committees had been working at it
for over 10 years, and in the end almost everything worked as planned.

We commenced setting up our tents and kitchens, those arriving first helping the later
arrivals, some after midnight, and within 24 hours green fields had been turned into an
amazing multi-coloured panorama stretching as far as the eye could see.

The opening ceremony was the first highlight.  There were thousands of flags of
almost every county, province and nation under the sun waving gaily in the breeze.
Excited Scouts gathered in the huge amphitheatre to greet each other and the UK Chief
Scout, Peter Duncan, with special guests, Prince William and the Duke of Kent. It took
over an hour to get everyone into place.  The huge stage throbbed to the music with a
cast of hundreds, singing and dancing, and adding to the general excitement.
Everyone could see, and hear, the action on monster TV screens.

One of the traditions, when Scouts of different nationalities or regions meet, is
swopping badges, shirts, scarves and almost everything else. This got under way
immediately with enthusiastic traders learning all the tricks to make the best deals.
Some parents must wonder where all the things their offspring set off with had gone
to, and why the returning rucksacks contained such a strange assortment of junk, but
that’s how it is.  Some of those mementos will adorn mantelpieces or hide in
cupboards for half a lifetime to be found and recall the happy days of 2007, when
young people had few worries, and even less inhibitions. Did I mention there were
Girl Scouts present?  Lips are sealed.

During the camp many activities were arranged to give the participants opportunities
to learn new skills and enjoy themselves and meet Scouts from many other lands and
cultures.  We visited Gilwell, the home of Scouting, also a huge lake for water based

Centenary
World Scout Jamboree 2007
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activities.  We went on conservation projects throughout East Anglia, to show
outsiders what Scouts could do when working together.  Several days we had to get up
at 6am to prepare breakfast and get to the buses- there were almost 400 of them to take
us to all these places, another huge organisational feat.

On site there were all sorts of activities to pursue, from playing music on bin lids,
wrecked bicycles, washing machines and other assorted recyclable scrap, to seeing
how problems were being solved in many difficult parts of the world.  The media often
just shows the problems, not how people are solving them, and getting on with their
lives.  Most countries had a marquee to show a few aspects of their culture.  The ones
who had food to try proved the most popular. Our soda and potato bread was in big
demand - we had taken a wheelie bin full of flour. There was even a jousting
tournament, with knights in armour, to watch while we had our packed lunches.

When nothing else was planned we met and made friends with other Scouts camping
nearby. We enjoyed music and entertainment from many lands.  We were particularly
fortunate to have a West Indian Troop next door. They had a steel drum band, and
their music was lively and delightful.  Ging Gang Gooley never will sound the same
again.

On 1st August we were in the big arena again for the Sunrise ceremony. Millions of
Scouts throughout the world were asked to join with us to renew our promise.  The TV
screens again came into play as we watched others do so, including a select band at
Brownsea Island where Baden Powell had planted the seed for Scouting with his first
camp in 1907, a hundred years ago.  We all had been issued with yellow scarves,
which we waved, to create a sunrise effect.  Then we had to get the signatures of as
many others as we could on them, starting the friendship process.

And so the days sped by.  All too soon the closing ceremony brought us together
again, for a riotous couple of hours as the sun went down and the flags were lowered
for the last time. Sweden issued their invitation to come to the next Jamboree in 2011.
Fireworks lit up the night sky and perhaps a few farewell kisses were exchanged or
tears shed as we said goodbye.

 We linked arms to march back to our sites to commence the big camp dismantling and
preparations for returning home.  Tents were rolled up, dixies cleaned and suddenly
the fields were green again with only some faded or muddy patches to show that the
third largest town in Essex had been there for a couple of weeks.  The 400 buses were
waiting in the morning to take us back from whence we came. The good folk of
Chelmsford probably sighed in relief, as peace and quiet returned to their lovely
countryside.

Was it all worthwhile? Just ask any of the 40,000 Scouts – you will get a resounding
YES!!!

John Lyons
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Junior Badminton Clubs

The Junior Badminton Clubs meet most Saturday afternoons from
October through to April and cater for two age groups :
� Junior section for Year 5 to 7 pupils  from 2.00pm to 3.15pm.
� Senior section for Year 8 to 13 pupils  from 3.30pm to 5.00pm.

The membership in previous years consisted of 14 members in the junior
section and up to 24 members in the senior section on a regular basis.

The senior club this year entered in the North Down League with
success in 9 out of 10 matches.

My thanks, again, must go to the team of leaders who assisted in
providing support with the weekly rota, throughout the season, in the
running of the club.

The Senior Inter-club competitions finals’ results were :

Winners Runner - up
Girls Singles  Nancy Heathly Carol Brown

Girls Doubles  Jessica Barrett  Lora Dixon
   Cathy  Hai   Helen McLoughlin

Boys Singles  Brian Lowe  David Shaw

Boys Doubles  Brian Lowe  Kyle Douglas
   Mathew Mellon James Millar

Again I would welcome any parent who would be willing to assist with
the junior section (2pm – 3.30pm).  They would be invaluable in
helping to maintain the correct ratio of leaders/members under the new
Child Protection Guidelines.

We look forward to the coming season for 2007 – 2008, hopefully
commencing at the beginning of October.

Badminton Club Coordinator
Kevin Robinson
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Hidden Attributes Recognised
We all share in celebrating the wider recognition afforded to our very
hard working Church Secretary, Trevor Pollock.  He has been awarded
an M.B.E. in the recent Queen’s Birthday Honours List.  The award
recognised the exceptional work he had carried out professionally in
connection with the Prison Service for his work in identifying, putting
in place and correlating healthcare services for prisoners in each prison.
This covered all aspects of healthcare - primary medical services,
secondary care (consultant specialists/hospital procedures) and
professions allied to medicine (podiatry, physiotherapy, radiologists
etc).  His voluntary community-work was also recognised as the
Tranferor Governor representing Newtownbreda on Knockbreda
Primary School Board of Governors for some 20 years and Chairman of
the Board for some 15 years.

Lost and Found
In June we found a piece of jewellery from Accessorize, all still wrapped
in tissue and in a small bag, in our church pew at the north side door.
There was no indication of who it belonged to but if you left it there by
mistake please speak to Maurice or Fiona Doherty.

Ruby Anniversary
Warmest congratulations to Noel and Meta Mulholland who recently
reached an important milestone in their married life when they
celebrated 40 years of very happy life together.  We all wish them both
many more years of happiness together.

Steve Pointon
Our prayers are with Steve as he packs his boxes to take up his new post
on 24 September as Youth Director of a Presbyterian church in Detroit,
Michigan. He wishes to take this opportunity to say a big thank-you to
everyone at Newtownbreda for their continued support and
encouragement throughout the years.
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Flower List (October – December)

Sunday   7th October  Mrs. D. Ditty

Sunday 14th October  Harvest

Sunday 21st October  Mrs. P. Ferguson

Sunday 28th October  Wedding

Sunday  4th November  Mrs. I. Colvin

Sunday 11th November  Mrs. H. Todd

Sunday  18th November  Mrs. M. Sloan

Sunday 25th November  Mrs. H. McCourt

Sunday  2nd December  Ms. I. Boyd

Sunday 9th-23rd December Mrs. D. Adams

Sunday 30th December  Mrs. C. Pollock

FINAL REMINDER

The Autumn Fête will be held

Saturday 22nd September 2007

 2 pm to 5 pm

 Be sure to come with your family and friends.
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Baptisms:
 22nd July   Emma Frances and Frederick James,
    children of  John and Helen Harrison

Marriages:
 21st June       Jennifer Hyndman to Stuart McCaughan
               5th July         Karen Browne to Paul Gray
              12th July      Rachel Johnston to Brian Patton
 18th July       Laura McNeill to Keith McKnight

Deaths:
 17th June   Mrs. Bridget Montgomery,
                       Greerville Nursing Home
 17th July Miss Margaret Stewart, Nazareth Care Village
               5th August Mr. William Burke, Doon Park, Carryduff
 22nd August   Mr. Robert Bradford, Lowry Court
              25th August Mrs. Doreen Edgar, Knockbreda Park

New Members:
  Mrs. Pat Bradford, 5, Lowry Court
                               Colin and Debra Anderson, Helen’s Bay
       (Our new assistant minister and his wife)

Congregational  Register
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Dates for your Diary

SEPTEMBER

Saturday 22nd              A new style Autumn Fete: begins at 2.00 pm

Sunday 23rd 7.00 pm    A special worship service to celebrate the
                                     work of the joint  ‘Habitat Team’ in Zambia.

Tuesday 25th 7.30 pm    A short course entitled “The Gospel in
                                    Conflict” begins in the Cairns room.

Sunday 30th 10.30 am      United Appeal Sunday
                                       The Rev. Mervyn Burnside (Castlereagh)

OCTOBER

Wednesday 3rd Kirk Session Meeting

Sunday 7th Communion

Sunday 14th Harvest Thanksgiving Services
  10.30 am the Rev. Purvis Campbell
 (Belmont)

Sunday 21st  Farewell Service Conducted by Rev.
 Michael Anderson.

Light lunch and reception in St. John’s Hall
 afterwards.

 Everyone in the congregation invited

NOVEMBER

Sunday 11th 10.30 am    Annual Remembrance Day Service




